
Flowchart of Required Paperwork 
Tasmania 

 
 

 

Death Occurs 

 

Burial 
 

Cremation 

 

Expected Death 

 

Yes 
 

No 

If it is not possible for 
treating Doctor to issue 
Medical Certificate of 

Cause of Death (MCCD) 
at time of death, 

responsible person 
completes Life Extinct 

with Doctors verbal 
authority 

 

Coroner – Investigates 
and determines if 

Coronial Investigation is 
warranted 

 

Treating Doctor to issue 
Medical Cause of Death 
Certificate (usually within 
48 hours) after agreeing 
to Life Extinct Certificate 
(if not completed at time 

of death) 

Burial or Cremation 
Application Form to be 

signed by 
Executor/Senior Next of 

Kin (handed to 
Cemetery 

owner/manager at or 
following burial) 

 

Burial or Cremation 
Application Form with a 

copy of the MCOD 
attached – signed by 

Executor/Senior Next of 
Kin to be viewed and 

signed by an 
independent doctor 

Coroners 
Authority 

to Dispose 
of Human 
Remains’ 

issued 
and clears 
body for 
release 

Burial or Cremation 
Application Form signed 
by Executor/Senior Next 
of Kin with a copy of the 

authority to dispose 
attached 

 

 

Expected Death 

Yes No 

 

Yes 
 

No 

Coroner 
refers 

back to 
GP or 

treating 
Doctor to 
complete 

the 
Medical 
Cause of 

Death 
Certificate 
and clears 
the body 

for release 

If it is not possible for 
treating Doctor to issue 
Medical Certificate of 

Cause of Death (MCCD) 
at time of death, 

responsible person 
completes Life Extinct 

with Doctors verbal 
authority 

 

Treating Doctor to issue 
Medical Cause of Death 
Certificate (usually within 
48 hours) after agreeing 
to Life Extinct Certificate 
(if not completed at time 

of death) 

Coroner – Investigates 
and determines if 

Coronial Investigation is 
warranted 

 

Coroners 
Authority 

to Dispose 
of Human 
Remains’ 

issued 
and clears 
body for 
release 

Burial or Cremation 
Application Form 

signed by 
Executor/Senior Next 

of Kin (handed to 
Cemetery 

owner/manager at or 
following burial) 

 
 

 

Yes 
 

No 

Coroner 
refers back 

to GP or 
treating 

Doctor to 
complete 

the Medical 
Cause of 

Death 
Certificate 
and clears 

the body for 
release 

Note – A Burial plot is to be purchased as a 
Right of Burial by either the Executor/Senior 
Next of Kin or the Funeral Director on behalf 
of the Executor/Senior Next of Kin prior to 
Burial 

 

Burial or Cremation 
Application Form with a 

copy of the MCOD 
attached and signed by 

an independent doctor to 
be signed by 
Crematorium 

Management prior to 
cremation 

Burial or Cremation Application 
Form signed by Executor/Senior 

Next of Kin with a copy of the 
authority to dispose attached 
to be signed by Crematorium 

Management prior to cremation 


